
 

Montgomery Elementary School 

Continuity of Education Plan 

 

The Flexible Instructional School Day 

 

During the time period of the Flexible Instructional Days, all Montgomery Elementary 

School students in grades PreK-6th grade will continue instruction via a variety of 

instructional methods, tools and teacher-led instruction through their remote learning 

devices during normal school hours. Students in grades K-2 will be taking home their 

iPads. Students in grades 3-6 will be taking home their Chromebooks. Daily instruction 

in all content areas will continue to occur for all students during the FID. 

 

Office hours for teachers will occur between the hours of 7:35 am and 3:05 pm Monday 

- Friday, where students and parents may email questions to their teachers. In addition 

to email, classroom communication apps such as Remind, Bloomz, Class Dojo, etc. will 

also be utilized to communicate with students and their families. Classroom teachers 

have established the main line of communication with their students and parents 

through these online platforms. Schoology will also be used to provide instruction during 

FID days. 

 

Grade levels that require physical hard copies of handouts to be sent home with 

students, will email and physically mail the work to the student. 

 

Attendance during Flexible Instructional Days  

 

Student attendance during the FIDs will be determined weekly on school days.  A 

student’s attendance will be based on accessing all course materials and turning in 

assignments. If it is deemed that a student is not actively participating in their schooling 

during the FIDs, the student’s parents will be notified. School administration, the school 

counselor, teachers and the school social worker will reach out to families to assist in 

ensuring that work is completed. If the student continues non-participation, the student 

will be placed in mandatory after-school tutoring upon the district’s return to the regular 

school day.  Extreme cases of non-compliance with the attendance policy during the 

time period of FID may also result in unexcused absences.  In addition, the student’s 

course grades will also reflect their participation and attendance in their courses.  

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

What is a Flexible Instructional Day (FID)? 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) approved the use of Flexible 

Instructional Days (FID) as an alternate form of instruction in place of a day otherwise 

cancelled due to inclement weather or other emergency.  This is a logical choice given 

the vast amount of technology available to students of the Montgomery Area School 

District.  The FID(s) will be held on the day(s) of the building closure.  On a FID, 

students will complete learning assignments provided by the teacher at home on the 

day that otherwise would have been cancelled.  Students will receive assignments for 

each subject that would have originally taken place during a regular school day.  

How will parents and students find the FID learning activities and assignments? 

Classroom teachers will  provide the learning assignments, activities, and online 

resources through Schoology  and other communication apps such as Remind, Bloomz, 

Class Dojo, etc. platform (the district’s learning management system) or directly to the 

students via email.  Parents and/or students should make teachers aware of a need for 

a paper copy version of the assignment if WiFi will not be available on the FID.  A paper 

copy version of the assignment will be provided to the student. 

What if a student does not have access to a computer and/or internet to access 

the lesson or complete activities? 

Teachers will be in communication with families to consult on the availability of wifi in 

the home.  If wifi is not available, hard copies of resources will be provided and mailed 

home for the student. The teacher will provide the office with paper copies of the 

learning activities and assignments.  The office will ensure that these activities are 

delivered to the student’s home. Students will have the week to complete the required 

learning activities and assignments.  The district is also pursuing options to provide 

temporary mobile hotspots to students who have been identified as not having WiFi at 

home. 

Will students have assignments and activities for their special classes such as 

music? 

Students will be expected to complete lessons for classes that are typically scheduled to 

include specials in physical education/health, art, music, and other elective courses. 



What happens if a student does not complete the FID assignments? 

Elementary school students may lose the point value or grade for the assignment. This 

loss of points could negatively impact a student’s marking period grade.  Each teacher 

weighs learning activities and assignments differently.  It would be in the best interest of 

the student to complete the assignments within the designated window.  Failure to 

complete assignments will negatively impact attendance and the student will be 

assigned to mandatory after-school tutoring until all assignments have been completed. 

How much time is my student expected to take to complete the assignments? 

Teachers will design learning activities and assignments that are equivalent to time 

spent on a similar activity on a regularly scheduled class period.  Students working 

independently on an assignment will likely take less time to complete the assignment 

compared to a large group setting.  Teachers will make every effort to assign an 

approximate time to each activity or assignment. 

What if there is only one computer in the house but multiple students? 

Students may need to share resources in the home or other locations. Some students 

may want to work on offline options while others complete online assignments.  

Elementary school students will be expected to use the district-assigned iPads and 

Chromebook, which should help to alleviate the demand on the home computer.  

Students have the ability to request an offline version of the learning activities and 

assignments. 

May a student access the assignments or complete the online assignments from 

their smartphone? 

Teacher assignments can be accessed from a variety of tablets, smartphones, laptops 

and desktop computers. The assignments may use a variety of websites and 

applications that may or may not work from a variety of devices. 

What will happen with regard to special education services? 

Students with disabilities will receive equal opportunity for planned instruction as their 

non-disabled peers during the school closure. Special education services will be 

provided as outlined in a student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) to greatest 

extent possible. Special education teachers will provide virtual and remote learning 

opportunities for students with disabilities, in order to support progress on academic 

standards and measurable annual goals. Related services will continue to be offered by 

the school district. Special education teachers and related service providers will 



collaborate with general education teachers, families, and other members of the 

student’s IEP team to ensure individualized needs are being addressed. Parents of 

students with disabilities will be provided written notice informing them of the district’s 

plan to educate their child during the closure. The determination for future owed 

services will be made on an individualized basis by the IEP team within a reasonable 

timeframe from the return to school.  

 

MTSS framework of interventions and supports will remain in place during FID. 

What will happen with regard to school counseling services? 

School counseling services will be available during the time period of the FIDs.  Parents 

and students must initiate contact with the school counselor, Tara Condit,  via email 

(tcondit@montasd.org).  Sessions may occur using telephone or online technologies.  

Preventive Measures 

While the risk of developing coronavirus remains low for most healthy individuals, the 

Montgomery Area School District is committed to protecting the health and well-being of 

our community. 

Coronavirus is transmitted like the common flu virus and can be easily eliminated with 

good cleaning and personal hygiene practices.  Common symptoms for coronavirus 

include fever, cough and/or shortness of breath.  

The PA Department of Health encourages schools to increase education on ways to 

protect yourself from illnesses such as the cold, flu and also the coronavirus: 

● Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-

based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

● Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, do not use your hands! 

● Clean surfaces frequently, such as countertops, light switches, cell phones and 

other frequently touched areas. 

● Contain - if you are sick, stay home until you are feeling better.  Avoid close 

contact with people who are sick. 

For your information, additional related resources can be found by clicking on the links 

below: 

CDC Coronavirus Information 

  

CDC Coronavirus Frequently Asked Questions 

  

PA Department of Health Coronavirus Website 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx


World Health Organization Information About Coronavirus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

