
The Socratic Seminar: The Glass Menagerie 
Mrs. Henzler, 9th Grade HONORS English 

 
 
 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________  
 
 

Background: A Socratic seminar is a way of teaching founded by the 
Greek Philosopher, Socrates. Socrates believed that students learn 
best by asking questions and that it is the teacher’s job to moderate 
the discussion instead of leading the discussion.  
 
How it works: A Socratic seminar features an inner circle of student 
sharing, discussing, and having meaningful dialogue related to the 
issues and themes in the play, The Glass Menagerie. There is also an 
outer circle of students observing, reflecting and taking notes. You 
will see what this looks like in the first week of 9th grade English 
Honors class. 
 
Your task: A Socratic seminar requires preparation. The Glass 
Menagerie has specifically been chosen because it will be excellent 
preparation before our Shakespeare unit. Relax, unwind, & read the 
play this summer. Before reading, review the questions attached. 
While reading, dog-ear or tab anything that sticks out to you! After 
reading, complete the questions attached. Come to school in 
September with the questions completed—and be ready to have an 
interesting discussion!  
 



 
Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheet: Before you come to school, you MUST read The 
Glass Menagerie and complete these questions in order to participate. This is your first 
grade in 9th grade Honors English!  
 
#1. Summarize the play in NO MORE than three sentences: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
#2. Write down three lines, quotes, excerpts or phrases that you found interesting, 
important or that simply caught your attention!  
 
Page #__________         Page # ___________                           Page # _____________ 

 
 
#3. What symbolism did you notice in the text? 

 

 

#4. What can we learn from this text? 

 

 

#5. What other texts can we compare this text to? 

 

 

#6. What is a theme of the play? Why?  


