March Madness Poetry Contest
As a culmination to their poetry unit, 7th grade students were to create an original poem for Mrs. Monoski’s language arts class.  Each poem was randomly numbered and placed on brackets very similar to the brackets used for the NCAA basketball tournament.  Every morning throughout March, students logged onto the computer to vote for their favorite poem.  The contest stayed anonymous for the most part because students all voted at the same time, and they did not know whose was whose.  The voting revealed the “sweet sixteen”, then the “elite eight”, and the “final four.”  After students voted on the final four, the two poems for the championship contest were found.  The two final contestants were Emily Winder with “Night” and Sarah Bopp with “Grass”.  The final contest was voted upon by middle school teachers and administration.  Emily Winder’s poem was voted the best in the entire 7th grade!  Great job, Emily!         




Winner of 7th Grade March Madness Poetry Contest
Emily Winder

Night
Darkness all around you
Noises coming from the woods
Someone softly calling your name
You turn around
Nothing

You look up to the sky
Searching for some light
Some answers
But find
Nothing

Hopeless
Scared
Anxious
Waiting for something to happen...
Nothing

The darkness mocks you
Taunts you
Waiting for you to give up
But then,
The horizon lightens
Slowly but surely,
Dawn destroys darkness
And nothing
Is replaced with
Everything


